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ONTOLOGICAL, MORAL AND EXISTENTIAL DIMENSIONS OF LOVE
Love is considered to be the most attractive moral force, one of the most important values in life, the most profound and emotionally intense relation between people. None of conscious people on the Earth can imagine their life without love. Love is a necessary component of human happiness. Sooner or later an aspiration for loving and being the subject and the object of love appears. 

Love as a state of mind is extremely diverse in appearance and intensity. Love, starting with a calm affection and sympathy, can achieve great strength and passion as a strong sexual appeal. Love as a high sense hypostasis can be great inspiration for creativity and social achievements in favor of one person or many members of a society.

History is replete with examples when inspired by a high sense of love, individuals created for its name some masterpieces in art, literature, science, politics and many other spheres of social life, and those achievements became the gaining of all mankind.

In many cultures love is associated with immortality. For example, in the Romance languages the word "love" (in French - "amour": "a" – a denial, "mour" – a death) declares immortality directly.

In its aspiration love can be directed to a human nature, the idea, another person, God, a country, nature and more. However, love is the most fully manifested in the relationship between people, opening and recognition of the maximum value of an individual. Love is one of the forms of overcoming the alienation of one person from another and thus it is considered the top of the moral attitude to an individual. Therefore, it is an essential element of friendship as a form of moral communication.

Ancient Greece pays tribute of its world view to love as one of the most powerful phenomena and naturally existing human needs. Gradually, laying the foundation for its own mythology, ancient Greeks introduced into a host of Olympic gods the most favored of them - Eros and beautiful Aphrodite, born of the sea foam, and which the supreme ruler - Zeus bewares of.

Love in ancient mythology is an integral part of life, not only human but also of heroes and gods. Love is a great value and a great gift of destiny (gods).
Since Homer’s epoch, love emerges as an effective factor in many social processes. Love for beautiful Elena makes Spartan king Menelaus, without thinking about the consequences, use not only pious, but the directly opposite means of returning home his beloved wife seduced by Paris, and thus settle Trojan War.

In the history of ethical thought the concept of love always played an important role. Were it love for the opposite sex, or love of parents to children and children for parents, or conscious love for the motherland, in other words, known by everybody as the sense of patriotism.
Considering the world as a result of interaction of space and chaos, ancient philosophy affirmed the creative nature of space and entente, orderliness and harmony. Thus, even Empedocles (485 - 425 BC) in his poem "About Nature", thinking of ordering forms of the natural world finds its source in love. "So by love captured, all is converging together, so the hateful strife pursues again apart from one another" - wrote the philosopher [1, 142]. In his work, love and hate act as objective principles as the principle of being and becoming human.
Antique philosophy line of love begins from Plato. According to Plato (428 - 347 BC) love has two sides. On the one hand, it is pure love, untied from all sensitive things and aimed mainly at knowing ideas, the highest being the idea of good. But on the other hand, it is a sensitive passionate appeal. Plato distinguishes the properties of love between the body and the spirit. He notes that the desire of wealth, prosperity is a property of the soul, but hunger and cruelty are generated by the body. Although the body is lower than mind, it is not animal because it is imbued with the spirit. Love lies in the very human nature and is needed to overcome the drawbacks of nature.
Once Aristotle, not being engaged in a detailed study of the nature of love sees the movement of the celestial spheres as the manifestation of some universal love for the spiritual principle of movement spilled in space as a still prime mover.

Ancient ethics having accumulated considerable material of love knowledge classified and distinguished the following species:

"Eros" is captured love, carnal and spiritual passion, spontaneous and passionate desire of possessing a beloved creature that leaves no room for pity or mercy. It is a love appeal, the result of the intervention of Eros, the god of love. Hesiod refers Eros to the oldest generation of gods; Democritus builds an atomic theory of space in which the certainty of things is the result of mutual atoms magnetism. The force that relates them into the body is of erotic orientation. Greeks regarded Eros as a major unifying force of the universe, as the most fruitful, inspiring for creativity sense that ignites itself both physical and spiritual nature of human.

"Agape" is the need for commitment, altruistic, spiritual love. It is full of self-sacrifice and self-denial, built on indulgence and forgiveness. This love is not for my own sake as Eros, but for the sake of another. For the Greeks, especially during the Hellenistic period, "agape" was not only a love feeling, but also the ideal of humane love for a neighbor, the forerunner of altruistic Christian love, upper erotic love.

"Philia" is love-friendship, based on mutual sympathies of one individual to another, it is more spiritual and peaceful feeling induced by social ties and personal choice. For the Greeks “philia” related not only lovers, but also friends, and exactly that was love which was raised to a higher level in the doctrine of love by Plato.

"Storhe" is love-affection, love-tenderness, fanned by spirit of need for each other, attention to a beloved person. Important mutual respect, the ability to understand each other is more proper to family character of relationships.

The postulate of Christianity in its relation to love is love for God. The earthy love is "the great sin", which appeared after the fall of Adam and Eve in Eden. To the negative regulations "do not love the mundane world," biblical ethics adds two positive ones: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: „Love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” [2, 22: 37-40].

Love for neighbors is determined by the compassion and love for God – by awe. To love your neighbor as yourself, actually means to sympathize to him as yourself, and to love God is to obey the supreme will with all your heart.

Christ radiates love, his attitude is filled with love for people close to him, for his disciples, and for everyone, but especially - for human suffering, hurt, neglected, humiliated whether it was a man or a woman, or a child.

St. Augustine in his treatise "City of God" examines two cities created by two kinds of love: the earthy love for oneself, volatile which came to some contempt for God and heaven one - the love for God, holy, eternal which came down to self-neglect. The first one has its glory in itself, and the second - in the Lord.

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) distinguishes intellectual love (amor intellektivus) and sensual love (amor sensivitus). However, following the Christian tradition, religious imperative he prefers the love for God. God's peace will become available, according to Thomas, only through the love for God and it can be perceived by the soul at the highest moments of ecstasy when enlightenment comes.

Rene Descartes (1596-1650), the representative of medieval rationalism, says that love is "excitement of the soul which arises owing to the mobility of animal spirits that prompts the soul voluntarily" to relate to the object that seems to correspond to it by nature. He identifies three types of love: 1 - sacrificial love, the desire for good, 2 - "love lust", 3 - not love, but thirst, passion [3, 635].

H.V. Leybnits (1646-1716) defines love as "a tendency to find pleasure in the prosperity, improve the happiness of another person, or a tendency to combine the benefit of another of our own good" [4, 335], the feeling of joy that arises by realizing the happiness of a neighbor. Those Leibniz’ thoughts have bright, optimistic, not dramatic and pessimistic tone as well as there was in the antiquity.

I. Kant (1724-1804) also refers to the nature of love. He distinguishes love "practical" (love for a neighbor or for God) from "pathological" (sensual pleasure). To love God means to willingly execute his commandments. Love for a neighbor means to willingly fulfill all duties to the family and close friends.

The twentieth century, altogether with changing certain views on the existence of some moral values, introduced its amendments to the existing ones in relation to love, and sometimes it gave its own opinion. Besides ethics and philosophy, psychology and pedagogy added some colors to the world of love and filled it with new content.

In terms of psychological phases love is characterized as amoursness (or sexual type), love-passion (erotic type) and love-commitment (spiritual type).

V. Soloviev, a Russian philosopher-idealist, stated that there are three kinds of love: ascending, descending and balanced. The ascending one is a children's love for their parents, and it is more receiving than giving; the descending one is parental love, the care for the young, and it gives more than receives; the balanced one is adult, marital, sexual love, it gives and receives equally [5, 494-497].

K.S. Lyuyis distinguished love-need, love-gift, love-affection, love-friendship, love-evaluation, love-amoursness, love-mercy [6, 208-237].

A typical example of love-gift is the love of parents for their children, of parents working for them, doing all their best. Love of God - a gift. Love-gift is a divine gift, and the more sacrificed it is the more divine it is.

Love-need as all our senses can be selfish. But in a real life no one considers a child to be selfish, the child who seeks solace in the mother; no one condemns an adult who misses his friend. We really need each other, and this is reflected in our consciousness as love-need.

Love has a variety of forms and ways of being and relates to extreme dynamic reflection of feelings and relationships. Love is constantly evolving, changing its strength, direction and the form of existence. A false statement is that love is only applicable to a certain individual, the object of love. Love is a form of relation to the world on the whole.

The richness of the forms of love means an ample opportunity for people to realize themselves well on the basis of feelings. If, for example, somebody has not met their love yet, and not experienced the fullness of feelings that a passionate erotic love opens, they can realize themselves in love-friendship, love-family harmony, and sacrificial love and so on.

In general the ethical thought considers love as a phenomenon of human existence and an attempt to justify and explain its existence not only as the end in itself, a physiological and emotional need or the sense of human life, but as a attempt to save themselves from loneliness despair in the vast world where a human being is just a piece of outer space, endowed with a living mysterious soul.

The ability to love that is to give, depends on the level of the individual's development and involves creativity, through which one conquers some envy self-admiration, ambition and perceives one's power. In addition to the ability to give, an active character of love manifests itself in some fundamental traits inherent to all forms of love. These are care, responsibility, respect and knowledge of the other. The more people lack these features, the more they are afraid to give themselves that is to love.
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